Fall meeting of the WSCA

September 29, 2012 Appleton WI

State Officers;  Mike Dry, Dave Lewis, Rich Lepping, Greg Dunlop, Aaron Richards
USCA Directors, Mark Swandby, Richard Maskel, Dave Carlson
Members giving reports,  Mark Hartman, Jim O’Neill, David Russell
Roll call
Present;  Arlington, Appleton, Blackhawk, Centerville, Clintonville, Green Bay, Kettle Moraine, Madison, Marshfield, Portage, Poynette, Racine, Tri-City, Waupaca, Wauwatosa, Waukesha.    Also in attendance was LaCrosse although not a member of the WSCA
Call to order 9:30am
Approval of minutes;

Motion by, Jim O’Neill Second by, Bill Wilber.  Motion passes

Treasurer’s report; Greg Dunlop 
Greg reported on the status of this year’s due letter and statement and either handed it out to the directors in attendance or will be mailed to those not in attendance.  He also indicated the playdown fees will stay the same for this year.   Attachment 1
USCA Director Reports;

Swandby

Mark gave an update that included the following items.

Letter from our COO, Rick Patzke was read, informing us of the current status of the USCA.  It included next year’s budget that has no dues increase for the 2012-13 year.  New initiatives for the Curling News; a high gloss magazine format and mobile apps/marketing sponsorships opportunities, were discussed.   

He talked about the high performance program and the athletes funding.  Mike Fonger asked about the level of funding for athletes, and Mark indicated he will ask Rick if that’s something we can get.  

He gave an update on the WCF and announced the locations and dates for the Worlds.  Juniors in Sochi, Russia, Women’s, in Riga, Latvia, Men’s in Victoria BC, the seniors and Mixed Doubles in Fredericton, New Brunswick.  The WCF will meet annually with the first meeting to be held at Turnberry, Scotland.  Mark would like to host the 2014 meeting in the USA and will start looking into sites and possibilities.  
The Nationals calendar includes;  Men’s and Women’s will be in Green Bay, Wisconsin, the Juniors will be at The Broomstones, Boston, Mass.,  the Seniors will be in Fairbanks, Alaska, the Mixed will be in Willmar, MN , the Club Nationals will be at Exmoor,  Highland Park Il, the Mixed Doubles will be in Bismarck, ND and the Wheelchair will be in Madison, WI.  

We still have two sets of stones available to buy and the WCF is looking to loan monies for three new clubs to be built in the U.  Evergreen in Oregon and Denver, Colorado are two of the sites.  

Carlson     (Attachments 2, 3, 4)
Dave gave the update for the USWCA.  Bridget Matzke , from Madison, WI is this year’s President.  The USWCA Bonspeil will be held in Portage, WI.  They will be sending 20 ladies off to Canada for the US Goodwill tour this fall.  

Discussed the new format for the Curling News, four issues a year, and with a password, can obtain it on line.  USCA hired a media company to go after new sponsorships.

Dave then focused his presentation on the proposed By-Laws for the USCA.  He handed out a draft of the endorsed USCA’s guiding principles.  With a show of hands, it was widely accepted by the WSCA Directors.  The final product to include how the Board Is constructed is the only thing left to be discussed.  It’s thought that we may see a final draft before our spring meeting.   Thanks to Dave Carlson and Dave Russell for working on a subcommittee to draft language for the members voting rights.  Rich Lepping has been asked to serve on the committee.  
Lepping    (Attachment 5)
Lepping presented three items that were discussed at the Fall USCA meeting.  They included the annual appeals campaign, the Dar Curtis Grant program and the 2013 USCA Budget highlights.  A handout was given to the members showing the highlights.  

Maskel       (Attachment 6)
Maskel discussed the travel stipend being eliminated for the athletes, and also is objection to the Grievance Fee imposed by the USCA Championship committee.  He sent a letter to Jim Pleasants, President of the USCA expressing his opinion.  He also discussed the number of NGB’s and talks surrounding the funding process of the USOC.  The Directors would like to see Athletes that receive funding identified.
President’s report

President Dry suggested clubs nominate members for the Hall of Fame understanding the timing and need to present the nomination to the full body.  It was also suggested that clubs nominate members for the Volunteer of the Year award.  This is a new award given and sponsored by the member services committee of the USCA.  He also handed out information about the Rocks and Rings program to be used for school programs.
Committee Reports;

Rules

Practice time could be remove and make it a venue rule, however, it was stated that it would need to conform to the rules of the WCF.

Website     (Attachment 7)
Mark Hartman reported all the Bonspiels were on the web site, Centerville and the Badger Women’s have not submitted any information as of this meeting.

Bylaws    (Attachment 8)
Dave Russell presented new by-laws revision to be voted on at the spring meeting. (see attached)

Competition;

Juniors

Mark Hartman announced Portage Curling Club will host this year’s State Junior Bonspiel December 27-30, 2012

Men’s and Women’s
Jeremy Roe announced the State Playdowns will be held December 13-16, 2012 at the Appleton Curling Club 

Mixed

Aaron Richards announced the State Mixed Playdowns will be held in Janesville February 22-24, 2013 at the Blackhawk Curling Club.

Senior Curling    (Attachment  9)
Jack Baker announced the State Senior Bonspiel will be held January 18-20, 2013 at the Wauwatosa Curling Club.  In addition, the Columbia County Curling Association will host the National Senior Bonspiel February 21-24, 2013.  
High School curling

No report given, although the Calendar shows the event will be held in Pardeeville January 26, 2013

Old Business.

There was a motion by Dave Carlson and a second by Dave Lewis, to remove Alpine Curling Club from the WSCA.  Motion passed.  President Dry will send a letter to the President of the Alpine Curling Club informing them of this decision.  
The Wausau Curling Club requested a donation from the WSCA for the building of their new club.  Dave Lewis will respond indicating the Association will not be supporting their request.  (Attachment 10)
New Business
No new business to report

Next date

The spring meeting of the WSCA will be held April 20, 2013 at the Clintonville Curling Club.

Adjourned at 12:35 pm
