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	Wisconsin State Curling Association Board of Directors
Saturday, May 14, 2022 at 9:30 AM

Blended Meeting at Stevens Point and via Zoom 

Minutes
1) 10:10 Dan Lilla called the meeting to order
2) Roll Call (Kampen)
a) Present: Alpine, Appleton, Blackhawk, Centerville, Eau Claire, Green Bay, Kettle Moraine, La Crosse, Madison, Medford, Milwaukee, Pardeeville, Portage, Racine, Rice Lake, Stevens Point, Superior, Wausau, Wauwatosa

b) Absent: Arlington, Clintonville, Loch Wissota, Lodi, Marshfield, Poynette, Tri-City, Waupaca, 
c) Guests: Mark Olson, Garret Perry, Sam Johnson, Jim Wendling, Mark Swandby, Kim Sussens, Mason Tikkanen, Aaron Berstch.
3) Terri Gleason made a motion to approve of WSCA Board of Directors Fall 2021 Minutes – 2nd Bill Rhyme. Motion passed unanimously.
4) Treasurer’s Report: Vietta shared the information Greg Dunlop sent in – included at the end of the minutes. Chris Horak moved to approve the treasurer’s report – 2nd Todd Good. Motion passed unanimously.
5) President’s Report: Dan reported that the organization needs to promote the value of being a part of the WSCA which includes adding the Gifts & Grants and Service Award programs, reimbursement for USA Curling Director and playdowns. Adding trophies for Women’s Club and Mixed National playdowns was discussed.
6) USCA Director’s Report: Terri shared some highlights for the year – the move to the Vikings Center, hosting playdowns, Olympic results, new sponsorships, renewed Jeff Plush’s contract, USWCA/USA Curling Liaison is Tracey Lawless, Lynn LaRocha is the new USA Curling Board Chair, USA Curling established a new USA Curling foundation, proposed term limits for WCF reps, Rich Lepping’s position with WCF was renewed. Discussion followed concerning several topics – collection of dues will continue as it has in the past, USA Curling reaching out to the individual curler through collecting dues individually, grassroots vs HP, Media Guide, growing pains.
7) WCF Report: No official report. Discussion about what’s happening with Russia due to the war in Ukraine and doping issues. No tick rule, timing per end, 8-ends vs 10-ends are being looked at.
8) Committee Reports

a) Rules: No report
b) Website: Vietta read the report that Mark Hartman submitted. Report is included at the end of the minutes. Discussion regarding the 

c) Mixed and Men’s and Women’s – Irv Mossberger reported that thirteen men’s and two women’s teams participated. Mark Olson 




WSCA Website Report
You will recall that at the Fall Meeting approval was given to have an upgrade of the website completed at an estimated cost of $800.  Website viewers will see that not much has changed in the look of the website, and that is because I made the decision to delay the website upgrade until after the finish of the curling season.  It made more sense for me to do this work during the summer, when I am not actively using the site.  Justin is playing in his last event this weekend, and so we are getting ready to go.  
There is one item however that we need to resolve before we can proceed.  In the proposal I provided at the Fall meeting, the changes I listed are mainly cosmetic in nature, and would not require changing the basic structure of the website.
At the meeting during discussion of the proposal, a suggestion was made that we install an enhanced security system on the website with a members’ only area.  Presumably members would have greater access to website content, perhaps sensitive information, and I’m not sure what additional capability would be provided to members.
At this time we need to decide if we wish to add the enhanced security. I believe we need to revisit this issue for the following reasons:
1.  The security enhancement feature would be expensive, and Justin tells me that it would cost more than the $800 just to complete this single feature.  Actually this was not surprising to me, since during the discussion we heard about some clubs adding security to their websites and we heard estimates of the cost involved.

2. There would be additional maintenance required, to manage the membership.  Someone would be needed to verify which applicants should be accepted as members.  If we are reserving sensitive areas of the website to members only, we need to have a procedure to prevent casual users of the website from becoming members.

3. I think that one of the primary uses that clubs have identified for their members’ only area is the payment of dues or fees.  We have no need for that function at the present time, although  I suppose one could be identified in the future.

4. Sensitive information: there may be the feeling that the website now contains too much information that we don’t want a casual user to have access. I believe we can remove that type of information from the website and still keep the website useful for the casual user, who I think is our primary clientele. For example, the website now contains name/email address information for club officers.  As part of the upgrade we plan to remove all of that information from the directory portion of the site.  Instead we can set up separate email addresses for each club that users could access – for example, presidentatXYZcurlingclub.com.

Consequently, my recommendation is to not install the security enhancement at this time.  I am more interested in putting into place the cosmetic improvements that I identified at the Fall meeting.  Adding photographs of our championship winners, cleaning up some of the errors in the state champions archives that I can’t fix, easier navigation to some of the more important website features (for example, the future club rotations, etc.), and freshen up some of the outdated content that is there now (high school curling).

Mark Hartman

May 13, 2022
Wisconsin State Senior Men’s Spring 2022 Report

After a one-year hiatus caused by the covid-19 pandemic, all the regular senior men’s events were back for the 2021-2022 season.

WISCA had a successful season, with 24 teams from 11 clubs participating. Congratulations to the winner of the league championship, Madison 2.

A number of teams travelled to Mankato, MN for the USSMCA National Senior Men’s bonspiel. Fewer Wisconsin teams participated in the event this year, probably due to the distance and covid-19 concerns.
The Wisconsin State Senior Men’s bonspiel was held at Rice Lake Curling Club April 1-3, 2022. The original date in January coincided with the peak in covid-19 cases in Wisconsin, and the event was therefore rescheduled. Despite these difficulties, Bill

Kind and his committee at Rice Lake CC put on a great event with twenty teams participating. Congratulations to all the participants and especially the winners.

1st event winners (Masters division) - Wiberg Rink (Rice Lake CC)

1st event Runners-up (Masters division) - Geason Rink (Kettle Moraine CC)
1st event winners Seniors - Sharp Rink (Rice Lake CC)

1st event runners up - Brandner Rink (Wausau CC)
2nd event winners Seniors - O'Connor Rink (Madison CC)

2nd event runners up - Okray Rink (Stevens Point CC)
3rd event winners Seniors - Neidhart Rink (Madison CC)

3rd event runners up - Matzke Rink (Madison CC)
4th event winners Seniors - Baldry Rink (Kettle Moraine CC)

4th event runners up - Wolff Rink (Rice Lake CC)
The WI Senior Men’s will be held next year at Milwaukee Curling Club on January 20-

22, 2023. The following clubs have agreed to host the event for the next 4 years. We

want to have it scheduled 5 years out, and we still need a club to host the event in 2027.

2023 Milwaukee January 20-22

2024 Wausau January 19-21

2025 Stevens Point January 17-19

2026 Poynette and Arlington January 23-25

Report submitted May 11, 2022

Kent Molter (Milwaukee Curling Club)

kent.e.molter@gmail.com

Director, Wisconsin State Senior Men’s Bonspiel
secured area, using emails for each of the officers. Garret will touch base with Mark and Justin Ramm about the member’s area cost and ways to resolve the spam email issues the officers are getting.


c) 	Bylaws: David Russell – Executive Committee is historically the current officers plus the past 	president – reports on actions that need to be ratified at the next meeting. Clubs in this 	organization have to have eight dues paying members.


9) Competition


Juniors – Jim Wendling reported that three boy’s teams and two girl’s teams qualified for U18s in Fort Wayne. Wes Wendling team finished second. U21 champions were the Wes Wendling and Kylee Barden teams. The WSCA U18/U21 championships are held over Christmas break. The U18 championships started five years ago; the qualifiers from this go on to the U18 National Championships. Our WSCA U21 Championship doesn’t lead anywhere. USA Curling now uses qualifiers for Junior Nationals (U20). Discussion about whether or not to continue with the U21 championship. Jim Wendling made a motion to continue with a U18 and U21 Wisconsin Championship for 2022-2023 curling season, but starting the 2023-2024 season, WSCA would only hold the U18 Championship unless USA Curling returns to a regional qualification system for the U21 Championships – 2nd Jim Shlimovitz. Motion passed.


Mixed and Men’s and Women’s – Irv Mossberger reported that thirteen men’s and two women’s teams participated. Mark Olson won and Brian Bergquist’s team also got to go. Mandy Hampton’s team won state and Nationals. These three teams represented WSCA at Club Nationals which were held in Curl Mesabi/Eveleth. Next year Club Championships are scheduled for Wauwatosa. Mark Olson reported the results of the Mixed Championships in Poynette. Five teams participated in a single round robin. Jeremy Roe’s team represented WSCA at Mixed Nationals.


Seniors: Vietta read the report from Kent Molter. The report is included at the end of the minutes.


High School – Jim Wendling reported that participation was down a little, held the Wausau Tietge Bonspiel and state championships each with thirty-two teams. Poynette girls won and the Wausau West boys won the High School State Championships. 


Discussion about the U18, Junior Nationals, and Club Nationals regarding how the championships were held. Mark Olson shared his experience with Club Nationals. It’s important to recognize that there are a lot of growing pains regarding USA Curling – the move, new employees, people who aren’t as familiar with curling, but have a lot to offer moving forward. But the WSCA needs to reach out and express some of the concerns and frustration. Communication needs to improve. The USA Curling website isn’t always current. It was also brought up that there should be procedure manuals set up so that when there are turnovers so things can go move forward seamlessly. Also mentioned were the event procedure manuals that the host sites used to get. Are these still being used? Do they need to be updated? Hopefully, host locations will be in place at least a year in advance, but note, that hasn’t always been the case, especially for the minor events, prior to the new staff taking over. They don’t have the background to know which clubs might be willing to host on short notice. Executive board will help to draft the letter, and it will be sent to the directors. Mark, Doug, Jim W., Jim S. will all submit their experiences with events this past season. Attached are reports submitted by coaches and players. This information was submitted after the meeting and cover many of the issues discussed. 


10) WSCA Service Award – Perry Schroeder from Clintonville was selected as this year’s Service Award winner.


11) Gifts and Grants – Two clubs submitted requests – Alpine had compressor issues and Portage is         


      installing a broadcasting system. However, there were issues with the forms getting to the committee 


      via the website link. The Executive Committee will meet to discuss how the $3,000 will be used.





12) Old Business: None


13) New Business:


Summary of the comments regarding USA Curling/WSCA Membership – Discussed the USA Curling Bylaws regarding state and regional memberships. Ninety-five percent of the WSCA individual curlers must be paid. This is done with data from previous seasons – one issue is with using data over 2020-2021 when some clubs were closed and others had lower memberships. Many clubs were not up to full strength this season, too. Currently, two WSCA clubs are behind – Arlington (stayed open in 2020-2021 to help the high school and competitive curlers to have a place to play and practice) and Alpine (wasn’t open during COVID and had compressor issues this season and didn’t open). Loch Wissota, Lodi, and Clintonville are on probation – haven’t paid USA Curling dues this season. (This information was corrected after the state meeting). This will affect players who compete in USA Curling sponsored playdowns and national events which don’t lead to a world event (some curlers will be covered by the Ted Stevens Act), and also clubs who often volunteer to host events. Nationally, GNCC will be removed from USA Curling at the July meeting. Minnesota has removed St. Paul and may remove Chaska from the MSCA in order to stay compliant. There are other clubs and regions who are facing the same issues. David Russell mentioned that according to the procedure manuals, regional presidents and the presidents of the clubs involved in not paying dues, should have been notified by March 31st, 2022. Dan Lilla, as the WSCA president, did not receive this notice – this season and last. At the WSCA Fall 2022 meeting, the directors need to discuss how to handle the Wisconsin clubs who are delinquent and on probation in order to retain our membership in USA Curling. At some point removing clubs from the WSCA may need to occur in order to help the region retain their membership in USA Curling. This will be easier if they are delinquent in both organizations. Clubs must be part of both organizations if they want to be involved in playdowns. If the WSCA becomes delinquent, then we lose a vote on the Board of Directors and all benefits of membership. If clubs are removed from USA Curling, to be reinstated the clubs will need to pay their delinquent dues. There are clubs that don’t see any benefits for paying dues to the organizations. USA Curling needs to do a better job of explaining their value to the grassroots curlers, especially if there are ways that the competitive curlers can still compete. Many other sports can be played without being a part of a national organization. There needs to be more transparency about what is happening in the other states and regions. There is some confusion about the status of Safe Sport. There is no longer a Media Guide. Encourage USA Curling to hold regular meetings with the states and associations. Regarding individuals paying dues – who is in charge of enforcing this? Adds a layer to the club treasurer’s responsibilities. Action Item – the Executive Committee will draft a letter regarding our concerns and dissatisfaction prior to the next USA Curling Board of Directors Meeting in July.


14) Election of Officers: Dan Lilla presented the Nominating Committee’s recommendations.       


      Nominations were opened – Motion by David Russell and 2nd from Doug Anderson to close the 


      nominations – motion passed. The slate of officers was passed by unanimously as presented. David 


      Russell made a motion that the Executive Committee consist of the slate of officers just selected and 


      the past president – 2nd Doug Anderson. Motion passed. Terri presented Dan Lilla with the past 


       president’s pin. New officers are:


President – Terri Gleason


VP – Brian Kopp


VP of Championships – Irv Mossberger


Secretary – Vietta Kampen


Treasurer – Greg Dunlop


15) Set Fall Date and Location Tentatively October 8 in Portage or Stevens Point (UPDATE – will 


      probably change based on Jeff Plush’s availability.)


16) Doug Anderson made a motion to adjourn – 2nd Todd Good. Meeting adjourned at 1:06 PM.








